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This course is for students who are at the advanced level of Chinese language. The focus is on literature appreciation in relation to historical timeline and events. Students are expected to research historical background and historical and literary figures for each time period. Students are also encouraged to analyze different styles of writing and literary devices employed in creating texts as well deeper meanings that are associated with social, political and cultural contexts.


The course is to help students to develop literary knowledge, critical thinking in learning, oral, reading, and writing abilities through independent research, cooperative learning, and demonstrative report.       


The texts are authentic materials selected from each literary period throughout the Chinese history. Audio, visual, and online materials will be used as well.

Required materials for class:


A binder for keeping handouts


A notebook for keeping homework assignment instructions


Several folders for assignments and tests

Policies


This is an independent study course, the students are expected to be highly motivated in learning the language and culture, and perform to their fullest potentials.

No delayed assignment: late assignment will receive one level grade deduction.


No missing test: missed test (including dictation and listening comprehension in class) must be made up at student’s request within a reasonable period, otherwise a zero grade will be assigned to the missing test.


Bonus points: extra points may be awarded to extraordinary performance and extra effort in academic work at the instructor’s discretion.

Guidelines and lesson plans

National Goals IL State Standards:

National Goal I: Communication:


Communicate in languages other than English

IL Standards:
28A & 28B & 28C & 28C

National Goal II: Cultures:


Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures

IL Standards:
29A & 28 A & 28C & 28D

National Goal III: Connections:


Connect with other disciplines and acquire information

IL standards: 30A & 28D

National Goal IV: Comparisons:


Develop insight into the nature of the language and culture

IL Standards: 30A & 29 A & 29B & 29C

National Goal V: Communities:

Participate in multilingual and multicultural communities at home and around the world

IL Standards: 28A & 28B & 28C & 28D 

CPS Reading Initiatives


Fluency, Comprehension, work-knowledge, writing

Emphases:


Pronunciation, tones, fluency in speaking


Listening comprehension


Reading authentic materials


Creating texts

Beyond Language: 

Cooperative learning

Creative learning

Language learning skills

Computer skills

Chinese

Independent Studies content learning coverage:

Unit 1: (1-5)  


Grammar enhancement: HKS Tests

Review

Historical background: Early in history: Wudi to Qin Dynasty



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts 



Classical texts in modern versions, folk tales, and proverbs

Unit 2: (6-10)



Historical background: From Shijing to Tang Peotry:  



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



Classical poetry and their authors

Unit 3: (11-15)

Historical background: Yuan drama and Ming-Qing novels 



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



Stories / legends and drama/novel 

Unit 4: (16-20)

Historical background: Modern times – May 4th Movement 1



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



From classical Chinese to modern literature

Unit 5: (21- 25)

Historical background: Modern times – May 4th Movement 2



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



Essays and Peotry

Unit 6: (26-30)

Historical background: Modern times – May 4th Movement 3



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



Drama/ women writers

Unit 7: (31-35)

Historical background: Contemporary – Revolutions 1



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



Popular literature

Unit 8: (36-40)

Historical background: Contemporary – Revolutions 2



Historical outlines, major events, historical figures, literary texts



Literature and Move

Each unit requires a project on researching history and introducing a selected author

Extensive reading and analytical writing involved   

